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This study deals with the application of Group Work in teaching English.  The 
underlying objective of the study is to see whether teaching reading by using Group 
Work has significant difference from the students who do not apply it. In carrying out 
this study, the writer took 40 students of the second year of SMP from two classes as 
the sample of her study.  They were divided into two groups.  The first group is 
experimental group was taught by using group work in reading comprehension, while 
the second group is controlled group, the reading text was taught without group work. 
The instrument used were teacher made test based on the materials that had been 
taught.  These test used were administrated to find out the reliability, the computation 
showed that the reliability of the test was 1,14.  After the treatment, a post-test was 
applied. The results of the study shows that teaching reading comprehension by using 
group work is more significant than of without group work. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 Reading is source of information.  The development of science and technology is still 
written in the text form.  Mass-Electro (internet), for instance, serves a lot of information and 
materials that happen in daily life. Reading is needed to enable teaching-learning process running 
well, unconsciously, if one has competence in reading, implies a good performance in learning.  
Karlin states that : “There is relationship between reading and successful performance in 
school.[1] Language significantly aids in both socialization and individual development.  In 
relation to this, Byrne  says that : “Language is central to human experience, the process by 
which men communicate with one another, it must look closely at the human capacity for 
language and at the particular qualities of languages. English is an international language.  It has 
been taught in schools and it has become part of the curriculum of secondary  schools.  English 
as a foreign language is taught to students since they are at grade four of elementary schools.    
English as a foreign language consists of four skills that should be achieved by the students who 
learn English, namely Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.[2] 
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Reading  as one of the basic communicative skills is an active and ongoing process that is 
affected directly by an individual interaction with the environment.  We would sometimes 
wonder, “Why should we bother reading ?”  This question makes us reexamine the need and 
importance of reading.  According to Callahan and Clark “part of the answer is that reading is 
one key to success.  Aside from strictly physical activities, virtually every aspect of learning uses 
reading as a major component.  So far, no other medium equals books as the repository of 
culture, the storehouse of information and ideas, the source of enlightens and pleasure” [3].  
Reading contributes to our social and vocational effectiveness.  To  help every student to become 
an effective reader is clearly a major responsibility of the schools and teachers. According to 
English KTSP (2011), there are four language skills that should be achieved in teaching-learning 
process, namely : listening, speaking, reading, writing and it shows reading as an important skill 
that must be mastered. In fact, students have problems in reading because it is a very complex 
process.  The reader brings to the text his own store of general information, deriving from his 
native culture, education, personal experience and normally some specific knowledge.  Thus, 
each student is unique differing from another intellectually, emotionally, socially, and physically. 
[4] 
In teaching reading comprehension there are some techniques that can be applied to 
achieve the aims of the reading.  One of them is to recognize theories of reading which enable 
students to comprehend their reading fully. The competence of theories of reading perhaps will 
help students to find out the main idea of the text, to understand the hidden messages, and to 
retell the story in their own sentence.  Based on the writer’s  experience in teaching practice, 
most of the students had problem in reading comprehension because it is very complex process.  
The students had difficulties to comprehend the text and  it caused them lazy  to read, therefore 
they had low scores on the text questions.[5]–[7] 
Based on the experience, the writer wants to find out if the  Group Work is really helpful 
in teaching reading comprehension for the students.  According to Gamble & Gamble (1984) 
group work is a collection of people.  It is not just a random assemblage of independent 
individuals, however, but it is composed by individuals who interact verbally and nonverbally 
who occupy certain rules with respect to one another and who cooperate with each other to 
accomplish a definite goal. The statement above indicates the importance of Group Work.  It will 
ask the students to undertake some works in their group that are defined by discussing first with 
the class as a whole, but once, the students should be allowed to work to a large extent  on their 
own.  Group Work (Maxim, 1987) as a supplement to a large group instruction enhances the 
student’s achievement. [8]–[11] 
 
2. METHOD 
2.1 The Populations and Sample 
 It means that : “If the population is too large in number, the sample can be taken around 10% - 
15% or its depends on the researcher’s ability based on : 
a. The time, energy and funds 
b. The scope of the research 
c. The risk that will be faced by the researcher. 
In selecting the sample, the random sampling by using lottery technique was used.  By using 
random sampling, all the population had an equal chance to be the sample.  Gay (1990 : 104) states that : 
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“Random sampling is the process of selecting sample in such a way that all the individuals in the defined 
population have an equal and independent chance of being selected for the sample”.Two classes, namely 
1A and 1B (40 students out of  .....) were randomly chosen out of two classes as sample.  This 40 students 
is repre sentative as Tuckman (1978 : 232) states, “The size of the sample is ...... %”.  However, the 
bigger the size the more representative they are.  In addition, large samples add to the stability of the 
findings obtained”. The two classes were divided into groups.  Each group consisted of 20 students.  The 
first group was taught using Group Work was called experimental group. 
 
2.2 The Instrument for Collecting Data 
In collecting the data needed, the writer used pre-test and post-test.  The writer asked the students 
to solve the problem based on prepared material. The instrument mentioned above was two sets of test, 
they were pre-test and post-test.  The teacher gave hands out to group who carried out the test.  This was 
aimed at proving whether there was a difference in the student’s reading comprehension after they had 
been taught these two different methods. These test were prepared in such away in attempt to know the 
result of application of teaching reading with and without Group Work. 
 
3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION  
3.1 The Technique of the Data Analysis 
 There were two groups of the data, those of the experimental and control groups.  In this research 


























Ma  =  the mean of group A 
Mb =  the mean of group B 
Sa2 =  the standard deviation of score A 
Sb2 =  the standard deviation of score B 
Na =  the total sample of A 
Nb =  the of total sample of B 
 The data of this research were taken from the student’s row score in pre-test and post-test from 
the experimental and control group.  (see appendix) 
 
3.2 The Results of Pre-Test and Post-Test 
 The following are the results of pre-test and post-test of the two groups : 
Table 1 The Result of Pre-Test and Post-Test of Experimental Group 
NO. STUDENT’S REG. 
NUMBER 
PRE-TEST SCORE POST-TEST 
SCORE 
(T1) (T2) 
1 001 80 85 
2 002 70 77 
3 003 90 100 
4 004 85 90 
5 005 88 98 
6 006 75 77 
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7 007 95 100 
8 008 93 90 
9 009 95 90 
10 010 60 100 
11 011 88 90 
12 012 75 98 
13 013 80 85 
14 014 70 100 
15 015 75 85 
16 016 75 77 
17 017 75 85 
18 018 87 98 
19 019 80 98 
20 020 67 85 
TOTAL  1603 1808 
MEAN  80,15 90,4 
 
Table 2 The Result of Pre-Test and Post-Test of Control Group 
NO. STUDENT’S REG. 
NUMBER 
PRE-TEST SCORE POST-TEST 
SCORE 
(T1) (T2) 
1 001 76 80 
2 002 71 77 
3 003 88 100 
4 004 85 90 
5 005 88 98 
6 006 76 77 
7 007 90 95 
8 008 90 90 
9 009 90 90 
10 010 78 80 
11 011 88 88 
12 012 75 78 
13 013 80 85 
14 014 73 100 
15 015 75 85 
16 016 75 77 
17 017 75 85 
18 018 87 87 
19 019 80 85 
20 020 70 85 
TOTAL  1610 1732 
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3.3 The Data Analysis 
  Based on the score percentage of the student’s on reading comprehension, it can be 
calculated that K (total items) is 25, M (mean) is 80,15 and SD (Standard Deviation) is 2,78.  In this 
study, the reliability of the each test was calculated by using formula as the following : 




















k   =  the number of the items in the test 
M  =  the mean of the test scores 
s    =  the standard deviation of the test 
r    =  coefficient reliability 
From the data above, it is obtained that the reliability of the test is 1,143.  This means that the test is 
reliable. 
 
3.4 The Homogeneity of the Samples 
 In this study, the homogeneity of the samples is calculated by the following formula : 
sl
sg
Fratio   
Where : 
Sg  =  greater variance  =  2291,75 
Sl  =  lesser variance    =  823,8 
Based on the data above, the result of computing the homogeneity of the sample shows that the F value 
is lower than F table. 
F value < F table 
2,78   <  3,00 
From the calculation above, it can be concluded that the hypothesis is accepted, it means that 
both groups (experimental and control group) have the same variants. 
 
3.5 Analyzing the Data by using t-test formula 



























Ma  =  10,25 
Mb =  6,1 
Sa2 =  358,442 
Sb2 =  360,007 
Na =  20 
Nb =  20 
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3.6 Testing the Hypothesis 
 Based on the data analyzed above, the research finding is as follows :  the result of computing t test 
shows that t observed is higher than t table at the level of  = 0,05 with  
df = 38. 
t observed >  t table 
3.02     >  2,021 
 From the result of the t table above, it can be concluded that the hypothesis is accepted.  It means that 
teaching reading comprehension is better than that of without group work. 
 
4. CONCOLUSION  
 Having analyzed the data, it is found that group work significantly applied to student’s reading 
comprehension. The mean of post-test for both group either with group or without group are 80,15 and 
79.65.  From the result. It shows that the mean of with group is higher than the mean of without group.  
As shown, by the calculation of t test presented the result of t observed (3,02) is higher than value of t table 
(2,021).  This means hypothesis is accepted. The result implies that teaching reading comprehension 
using group work makes the students comprehend the text more quickly than teaching reading 
comprehension without group work.  This means that there is significant difference between students who 
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